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CO RE
VA L U ES

GOA L S 
&  V I SIO N

O RGA N I Z ED
PRO CESS

D ESI GN

CO N CEPT

SO L U T IO N S
O RI EN T ED

W h at ar e th e cor e valu es an d  

p r i n ci p les you  r ef er  to w h en  

desi gn i n g h om es?

Answers to this quest ion will vary great ly, but  

look for thought ful answers such as: 

funct ionality, a connect ion with the outdoors, 

energy-efficiency, conversat ions (asking 

quest ions), a collaborat ive design process and 

t ransparency throughout  the project .

H ow  w i l l  you  gath er  i n f or m at i on  

abou t  m y n eeds, goal s, v i si on , i deas, 

etc.?

For everything to go well, your design team will 

need to gather a lot  of informat ion from you 

(needs, goals, design priorit ies, lifestyle 

at t ributes, design ideas, inspirat ion photos, etc.). 

They will use all of that  informat ion to make 

informed decisions about  your design. Having a 

clear and systemat ic way of gathering that  

informat ion is a really good sign.

W h at ar e th e step s i n  you r  

ar ch i tectu r al  desi gn  p r ocess an d  w h at 

i s th e ex p er i en ce l i ke f or  cl i en ts?

This should paint  a picture of how they operate 

and how they organize their process to deliver a 

home you?ll love through a process you won?t  

regret . 

W h at w i l l  you  sh ow  m e alon g th e w ay 

to ex p lai n  th e p r oject  an d  h elp  m e 

v i su al i ze th e desi gn  (m odels, 

d r aw i n gs, sketch es, 2-D  or  3-D  

r en der i n gs)?

This will give insight  into how they help their 

clients visualize their home during this design 

phase. If you know it  will likely be difficult  for you 

to visualize your future home, the more tools the 

bet ter.

W h at do you  see as im p or tan t  

con si der at i on s or  p ossi b le ch al l en ges 

i n  m y p r oject?

Listening to the architect  speak about  this will 

give you a glimpse into how they approach 

problems and ident ify potent ial solut ions.

10  Q u est i on s To A sk  Bef or e 
H i r i n g A n  A r ch i tect
A sk in g ar ch i tects th e r i gh t  qu est i on s i s key  to get t i n g th e h om e you  w an t.

You  can ?t  bu i l d  th e cu stom  h om e of  you r  d r eam s w i th ou t  a p r op er  p lan  i n  p lace, 

an d  m an y assu m e th at  th er e?s n o on e bet ter  to h elp  you  desi gn  sai d  p lan  th an  a 

qu al i f i ed  ar ch i tect . Select i n g th e r i gh t  ar ch i tect  f or  you r  p r oject  i s easi er  sai d  th an  

don e, as th er e ar e sever al  f actor s to take i n to con si der at i on . O f  cou r se, you  w an t to 

m ake su r e th e p r of essi on al  you  ch oose w i l l  co l l abor ate ef f ect i vely  w i th  you  an d  

you r  h om e bu i l der  du r i n g th e desi gn  p h ase to en su r e you  l ove you r  h om e an d  th at  

i t  i s r eady on  t im e an d  on  bu dget . H er e ar e th e top  10  qu est i on s to ask  bef or e h i r i n g 

an  ar ch i tect .
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T EA M W O RK

T I M EL I N E

FEE 
ST RU CT U RE

A D D I T IO N A L

FEES

REFEREN CES

W h o on  you r  team  f l esh es ou t  th e 

i n i t i al  desi gn  con cep t , an d  w h o takes 

i t  f r om  th er e to f i n al i ze th e p lan s?

It  is important  to be sure that  the experienced 

veterans and visionaries will have a hand in 

designing your init ial concept . The answer will 

also give you more informat ion about  the 

experience and st rengths of their ent ire team.

W h at i s you r  cu r r en t  w or k load  an d  

cap aci ty ? W h at i s th e p r op osed  

t im el i n e f or  del i ver i n g a desi gn  f or  a 

h om e l i ke m in e?

You?ll want  to know how long it  will take for a 

preliminary design concept  (basic floor plan and 

elevat ion) to be developed as well as how long it  

will take to finalize plans in CAD. Likely even 

before you have a preliminary design concept ,  

your builder-- who will ensure that  your  design 

aligns with your budget-- should be included in 

the conversat ion.

W h at i s you r  f ee str u ctu r e? W h at i s 

i n clu ded  i n  you r  basi c ser v i ces an d  

w h at ser v i ces w ou ld  i n cu r  add i t i on al  

f ees?

This will help you to bet ter understand their 

program and serve to establish clear expectat ions 

for costs and payments.

I f  th e scop e of  th e p r oject  ch an ges 

l ater , w i l l  th er e be add i t i on al  f ees? 

H ow  w i l l  th e f ees be cal cu lated  an d  

com m u n i cated  to m e?

During this phase, changes in the scope of the 

project  are possible. You may change your mind 

about  design aspects, your builder may suggest  

cost -saving tweaks, or the architect  may run into 

some kind of unforeseeable obstacle. You?ll want  

to know how the architect  handles fees in those 

situat ions.

Can  you  p r ov i de a l i st  of  r ef er en ces?

Be sure to follow up with their references. It?s a 

given that  the references will be clients who had a 

posit ive experience with the architect , but  these 

conversat ions can be helpful in get t ing a feel for 

what  the architect?s specific st rengths are.

Pr o-T ip :
"H om e bu i l der s w or k  cl osely  w i th  d i f f er en t  ar ch i tects, tak i n g 

th ei r  p l an s an d  br i n gi n g th em  to l i f e i n  th e r eal  w or l d  of  

m ater i al , t im e an d  bu dgets. T h ey ar e u n i qu ely  p osi t i on ed  to 

assess th e w or k  of  ar ch i tects, so get t i n g th e adv i ce of  a top  of  

th e m ar ket  bu i l der  an d  ask i n g i f  th ey  h ave a 

r ecom m en dat i on  f or  an  ar ch i tect  i s valu ab le."
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