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SERVI CES

ST RU CT U RE

I N SPI RAT IO N

BU D GET

CRED EN T I A L S

W h at desi gn  ser v i ces ar e of f er ed?

Not all interior designers offer the same service 

package. Know what  you?ll be get t ing. Some 

services a designer might  offer include:

- Design consultat ion

- Site measurement  and assessment

- Space planning

- Design concepts

- Purchasing or procurement

- Project  management

H ow  do you  an d  you r  team  stay  

or gan i zed?

How the designer st ructures a project  will give 

you an indicat ion of their t ime management  as 

well as what  to expect  from the process. It  is a 

good idea to start  with an init ial consultat ion, and 

then to discuss fees before jumping into the 

design process. The designer should also first  

present  a concept  before the details of the design 

are finalized.

W h er e do you  f i n d  i n sp i r at i on ?  H ow  

do you  stay  u p  to date w i th  cu r r en t  

t r en ds, tech n ology, an d  codes?

Building code is a non-negot iable? your designer 

should take cont inuing educat ion classes and 

at tend appropriate t rade events and seminars for 

that  purpose. However, inspirat ion is just  as vital. 

Magazines, Pinterest , blogs? interior designers 

should pay at tent ion to these and  follow other 

designers to be current , to let  you know what  the 

current  offerings are.

H ow  do you  p r i or i t i ze you r  cl i en ts? 

bu dget  th r ou gh ou t th e p r oject?

The designer should have a system in place? for 

most  offices, it?s a line item spreadsheet  that  the 

client  has access to. Another part icular quest ion 

to ask is when most  of the actual purchasing takes 

place. 

W h at ar e you r  r ef er en ces &  

cr eden t i al s?

Ensure that  who you hire has legit imate 

references and credent ials. If the budget  is 

limited, you can consider hiring an inexperienced 

interior designer, but  be sure to double-check 

their references and work examples.

I f  you  th i n k  an  i n ter i or  desi gn er ?s r o le i s sim p ly  to m ake a r oom  p r et ty  on ce th e 

ar ch i tects an d  bu i l der s h ave f i n i sh ed  th e job , th i n k  again . I n ter i or  desi gn er s br i n g a l ot  to 

th e p lan n i n g tab le, an d  w h en  th e desi gn er  an d  bu i l d i n g team  col l abor ate on  th e f r on t  

en d , desi gn  m agi c can  t r u ly  h ap p en .

You  can  f i n d  an  i n ter i or  desi gn er  to ach i eve an y sty l e an d  m eet an y bu dget ; m ost  ar e 

cap ab le of  w or k i n g w i th  a w ide r an ge of  desi gn  t r en ds an d  sty l es. H er e ar e th e top  10  

qu est i on s to ask  bef or e h i r i n g an  i n ter i or  desi gn er .

10  Q u est i on s To A sk  Bef or e 
H i r i n g A n  I n ter i or  D esign er
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Can  you  r ecom m en d  l ocal  bu i l der s?

If the designer has an established relat ionship 

with contractors, you may get  a discount . Even 

when there is no discount , a designer who can 

recommend great  contractors is an asset . They 

say that  you are only as good as your last  project , 

so the work of a great  contractor is essent ial to a 

designer?s reputat ion.

H ave you  don e sim i l ar  p r ojects?

This is how you discover a designer's experience. 

If you?re looking to hire an interior designer for 

apartment  design, it  would be beneficial to see 

other apartments the designer has completed. If 

they have worked on similar projects, you may 

request  a before, in-process, and after photo to 

see whether you like the outcome.

W h at i s you r  f avor i te i n ter i or  desi gn  

sty l e?

Determining their style preference is crucial. 

Even though an interior designer should be able 

to work in any style that  a client  wants, that 's not  

always the case. If the designer?s styles match 

yours, the whole process will be much smoother.

W h at w as you r  m ost  r ecen t  i n ter i or  

desi gn  p r oject?

You can delve a lit t le deeper and ask for a sneak 

peek of the project . The designer?s most  recent  

project  will give you an idea of whether the 

designer uses the latest  in design t rends and 

innovat ion. You may also ask for a reference from 

the last  client  to see if they were happy with the 

designer?s work.

H ow  can  I  l i ve bet ter  i n  m y h om e?

Don?t  be too hard on the designer with this vague 

quest ion. The aim of finding out  how to live bet ter 

is to see if the designer knows what  is on the 

market . Their response will indicate whether they 

are knowledgeable on the innovat ion front , 

especially regarding smart  living.

Pr o-T ip :
"T h ou gh tf u l  i n p u t  f r om  th e i n ter i or  desi gn er  at  th e desi gn  p h ase 

w i th  an  ar ch i tect  or  i n  th e p r e-con str u ct i on  p h ase w i th  a bu i l der  

i s h elp f u l  i n  ever y th i n g f r om  f u r n i tu r e p lacem en t to p lan n in g 

f or  sp eci al  f i n i sh es to deter m in i n g l ocat i on s of  electr i cal  ou t l ets 

an d  p lu m bi n g f i t t i n gs, an d  p r even ts t im e-con su m in g an d  

ex p en sive back tr ack i n g l ater  i n  th e p r ocess."
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